


OUR MISSION 

New Light Theatre is dedicated to improving the human condition by partnering 
each production with thematically connected charitable causes, while also placing a 

special emphasis on providing opportunities for student and emerging theatre 
artists to work in a professional setting. New Light Theatre is committed to bringing 

light to the darkness of the world, to raising awareness and support for organiza-
tions that illuminate, and to deepening our empathy and connection with one an-

other through meaningful artistic work.  

 
OUR PARTNER 

For RENT, we partner with AIDS Delaware, a local organization that works to elimi-
nate the spread and stigma of HIV/AIDS, improve the lives of those living with HIV/

AIDS, and promote community health through comprehensive and culturally-
sensitive services, education programs, and advocacy. To find out more about their 

mission, please visit: https://aidsdelaware.org/  
 

 
 
 
 
 

SUPPORT US 

Visit www.newlighttheatre.com for ways to get involved and support us. We are a  
501(c)(3) organization. All donations are tax deductible to extent allowed by law. 

 
You can support New Light Theatre while you shop! 

 

 

 

 

You can purchase any item available on Amazon for the exact same prices, using 
your existing account, and Amazon will donate a percentage of the purchase price 
back to New Light Theatre. Simply  visit smile.amazon.com and select New Light 
Theatre Company as your charity. Shop as usual, and smile, knowing that your 

shopping cart now serves a higher purpose. And remember to visit 
smile.amazon.com each time you shop! 

 

 

NEW LIGHT THEATRE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Newton Buchanan, Elsa Kegelman, Carlyn Miller, Jessica Money, 

Lena Mucchetti, Tom Mucchetti, Kelli Shermeyer, Stephanie Tuttle, Carol Vincent 



 

 

 

presents 
 

 
 
 
 

Book, Music & Lyrics by 
Jonathan Larson 

 
 
 
 

RENT was originally produced in New York by New York Theatre Workshop 
and on Broadway by Jeffery Seller, Kevin McCollum, Allen S. Gordon and 

New York Theatre Workshop 

 
RENT is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre  

International (MTI). All authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 
www.MTIShows.com  

 
 

This project is supported, in part, by a grant from the Delaware  
Division of the Arts, a state agency, in partnership with the  
National Endowment for the Arts. The Division promotes Delaware 
arts events on www.DelawareScene.com.  

Musical Arrangements 
Steve Skinner 

 
Musical Supervision and 

Additional Arrangements 
Tim Weil 

Original Concept/Additional Lyrics 
Billy Aronson 

 
Dramaturg 

Lynn Thomson 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE 
 

 “In these dangerous times, where it seems the world is ripping apart at the 
seams, we can all learn how to survive from those who stare death squarely 
in the face every day, and we should reach out to each other and bond as a 
community, rather than hide from the terrors of life.” Jonathan Larson, 1996 

 
More than 25 years after Larson wrote these words in the New York Theatre Workshop 
program, the world certainly doesn’t seem like its seams are any sturdier, like the times 
are any safer. And, after two and a half years of continued and varied forms of isolation 
and virtual life, we are, perhaps, in even more desperate need of community.  
 
While RENT shows us there is still much work to be done, it is also an ecstatically joyful 
celebration of community, of celebrating your found family, and of living life to the full-
est, even and especially in times of uncertainty and darkness.  
 
No character in RENT more fully embodies the simple but powerful refrain of living like 
there’s “No Day But Today” than Angel. Faced with an AIDS diagnosis at the height of 
the epidemic, knowing his time left is limited, Angel makes the conscious and deliberate 
decision to choose joy. He extends radical and boundless grace and love to each and 
every human being he comes in contact with. There is no room for wasted time. There 
is only opportunity for connection, and Angel invites anyone and everyone in. If the 
other characters on the stage are able to feel more deeply, to embrace life, and to forge 
meaningful relationships, it is because they have born witness to Angel’s commitment 
to living with deep, generous kindness.  
 
What a breathtakingly beautiful space we could live in if we could all attempt to adopt 
Angel’s philosophy. The sweeping impact of such care for our fellow humans would 
surely reinforce and hold fast the seams of this world.  
 
Despite its fading from the forefront of the collective consciousness, the AIDS epidemic 
is still very much ongoing. Roughly 3,800 Delawareans, and about 1.2 million Ameri-
cans, are living with HIV/AIDS today. This disease carries with it an abundance of misin-
formation, heavy stigma, and an enormous mental health toll. In our partnership and 
training with AIDS Delaware representatives, we were reminded that in addition to 
knowledge, prevention and awareness, empathy can be one of the most powerful tools 
at our disposal. 
 
“It’s not how much time you have but how much have you done with your time.” – Jon-
athan Larson 
 
We invite you to use some of your time today to connect with AIDS Delaware, to learn 
more about the resources and services they provide in our community, and to deepen 
your empathy for those living with HIV/AIDS. Consider volunteering in the AIDS Dela-
ware Food Pantry, or join us on September 17th for the AIDS Walk. Like Angel, your 
extension of grace and love can have a profound and lasting impact, and you can be a 
light in the darkness. 
 



CAST 
 

Mark Cohen ............................................................................................. Charlie Barney 

Roger Davis ................................................................................................. Paul Harrold 

Mimi Marquez ................................................................................... Yi Ming Sofyia Xue 

Angel Dumott Schunard ........................................................................... Jerrod Ganesh 

Maureen Johnson .................................................................................... Jenna German 

Joanne Jefferson ......................................................................................... Liana Henrie 

Benjamin Coffin III ............................................................................. Malik Muhammad 

Tom Collins ........................................................................................Newton Buchanan 

Ensemble (Paul, Mr. Grey, Police) ............................................................... Shaun Yates 

Ensemble (Alexi Darling, Ali, Mrs. Davis, Maureen U/S) .......................... Elsa Kegelman 

Ensemble (Mrs. Cohen, Pam, Coat Vendor) ............................................... Alexa Wilder 

Ensemble (Gordon, Mr. Jefferson, Pastor, Collins U/S) ............. Brennen Savon Malone 

Ensemble (Sue, Mimi’s Mom) ........................................................ Ellen Mimi Schlecht* 

Ensemble (Mrs. Jefferson, Blanket Person) ................................................Ashley Baker 

Ensemble (Steve, Restaurant Person, Police, Mark U/S) ........................................ Straz 

Ensemble (The Man, Squeegee Man, Benny U/S) .................................. Kyle Mclemore 

Swing, Roger U/S .................................................................................... Danny Murphy 

Swing, Joanne U/S ................................................................................... Jessica Money 
 

*Student/emerging artist apprentice, sponsored by McKee Kubasko Group 

Any video and/or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited. 

 



PRODUCTION STAFF 

 

Director .................................................................................................. Lena Mucchetti 

Music Director ........................................................................................ Tom Mucchetti 

Stage Manager ............................................................................................ Carlyn Miller 

Stage Manager / Sound Design ................................................................. Steven Gross 

Choreographer .................................................................................... Taylor J. Mitchell 

Choreographer ............................................................................................. Tania Potts 

Intimacy Director ......................................................................................... Lucy Vavala 

Lighting Designer ........................................................................... Alyssandra Docherty 

Costume Designer ........................................................................................ Mary Jezior 

Assistant Director .................................................................................... Jessica Money 

Marketing Director .................................................................................. Elsa Kegelman 

Assistant Stage Manager .......................................................................... Ellen Powers* 

Assistant Stage Manager ....................................................................... Anna Langrehr* 

Assistant Stage Manager .................................................................... Eilis Skamarakas* 

Set ............................................................................................... RJK Scenic Productions 
 

PIT ORCHESTRA 

 

Keyboard / Conductor ............................................................................ Tom Mucchetti 

Guitar .......................................................................................................... Ben Uniacke 

Drums ...................................................................................................... Andy Williams 

Guitar 2 / Keyboard 2 ......................................................................... Mike Campanelle 

Bass ................................................................................................................ Jon Luther 

 

*Student/emerging artist apprentice, sponsored by McKee Kubasko Group 



MUSICAL NUMBERS 
 

ACT ONE 

Tune Up A .................................................................................................... Mark, Roger 
Voicemail #1 ........................................................................................... Mark’s Mother 
Tune Up B ........................................................................... Mark, Roger, Collins, Benny 
Rent ................................................................................................................. Company 
Christmas Bells......................................................................................... Homeless Man 
You Okay, Honey ....................................................................................... Angel, Collins 
Tune Up Reprise .......................................................................................... Mark, Roger 
One Song Glory ...................................................................................................... Roger 
Light My Candle ........................................................................................... Mimi, Roger 
Voicemail #2 ...................................................................... Mr. Jefferson, Mrs. Jefferson 
Today For You ...................................................................... Collins, Mark, Roger, Angel 
You’ll See ................................................................. Benny, Mark, Roger, Collins, Angel 
Tango Maureen ......................................................................................... Mark, Joanne 
Support Group ................................................................................................. Company 
Out Tonight ............................................................................................................. Mimi 
Another Day ................................................................................ Mimi, Roger, Company 
Will I ................................................................................................................. Company 
On the Street ................................................................................................... Company 
Santa Fe ........................................................................................... Collins, Angel, Mark 
I’ll Cover You .............................................................................................. Angel, Collins 
We’re Okay .......................................................................................................... Joanne 
Christmas Bells................................................................................................. Company 
Over the Moon .................................................................................................... Joanne 
La Vie Boheme / I Should Tell You ................................................................... Company 

 

ACT TWO 

Seasons of Love ............................................................................................... Company 
Happy New Year A ....................... Roger, Mark, Mimi, Collins, Angel, Maureen, Joanne 
Voicemail #3 ........................................................................................... Mark’s Mother 
Voicemail #4 ............................................................................................... Alexi Darling 
Happy New Year B ........... Roger, Mark, Mimi, Collins, Angel, Maureen, Joanne, Benny 
Take Me or Leave Me ..........................................................................Maureen, Joanne 
Seasons of Love B ............................................................................................ Company 
Without You ................................................................................................. Roger, Mimi 
Voicemail #5 ............................................................................................... Alexi Darling 
Contact ............................................................................................................ Company 
I’ll Cover You Reprise ........................................................................... Collins, Company 
Halloween ............................................................................................................... Mark 
Goodbye Love ............................. Mark, Roger, Mimi, Collins, Maureen, Joanne, Benny 
What You Own ............................................................................................. Roger, Mark 
Voicemail #6 ............... Roger’s Mother, Mimi’s Mother, Mark’s Mother, Mr. Jefferson 

Finale A ............................................................................................................ Company 

Your Eyes ............................................................................................................... Roger 

Finale B ............................................................................................................ Company 



CAST 
 

Charlie Barney (Mark) (he/they) is a Philadelphia area teaching artist and 
actor who came out of Rowan University’s Department of Theatre and 
Dance. Previous credits include: Shakespeare’s R&J (New Light), And Tell Sad 
Stories of the Deaths of Queens (EgoPo), RENT (Broadway...Pitman), Heath-

ers and Newsies (Road Company). When not on-stage, Charlie can be found teaching 
various theatre classes. He recently joined the Eagle Theatre as one of their Conservato-
ry Directors, he is also a teaching artist with EgoPo Classic Theatre where he brings the-
atre to schools, exploring the fundamentals of performance while creating fun theatre 
with students. Charlie literally can’t believe he gets to perform this role!!!!! :,) <3 
 

Ashley Baker (Ensemble) (she/her) is a Delaware stage DIVA! This talented 
young lady has studied theatre and graduated from Grambling University. 
You may have seen her recently in The Color Purple at the Wilmington Dra-
ma League (Shug Avery) or Fences at Milburn Stone Theatre (Rose). No? 

Didn't catch any of those? Well she has graced stages all over the country darling and 
plans to light up MANY MORE. She is beyond thrilled to be a part of this production. We 
hope you all enjoy the show as we continue to fight a real issue. I want to thank all of 
my family and friends for their support. You Are an AMAZING VILLAGE.  
 

Newton Buchanan (Collins) (he/him) is a Barrymore Award nominated actor 
and producer based in Philadelphia. He’s a co-founder of New Light Theatre 
and a co-founder of the Black Theatre Alliance of Philadelphia. He is thrilled 
to finally be in the leather coat to tell the story of Collins. Credits include 

Othello (NLT), Dr. Madden, Next to Normal (NLT)  Regional: Lord Capulet, Romeo & 
Juliet (DelShakes), Master Page, Merry Wives of Windsor (DelShakes), Mitchel, Cry It 
Out (Simpatico),  Bullfrog/Turkey, HONK! (Delaware Theatre Company), Bassanio, The 
Merchant of Venice (DelSakes), Pisanio, Cymbeline (Revolution Shakespeare), Mitch, A 
Streetcar Named Desire (Deep Blue Theatre), ALIAS ELLIS MACKENZIE (Lucidity Suitcase 
Intercontinental), Lloyd Dallas, Noises Off (Curio Theatre Co.), Leroy/Herb, By The Way 
Meet Vera Stark (SST Co.) To Ethan, my son; always & forever. To Izzy, my heart. 
 

Jerrod Ganesh (Angel) is thrilled to be making their debut with New Light 
Theatre and jumping back into the heels of their dream role! Recent credits: 
Legally Blonde (Sundeep), Pageant (Miss Deep South), Joseph…Dreamcoat 
(Judah), Tick Tick Boom (Michael), Evil Dead (Scott), Heathers (Kurt), Rocky 

Horror Show (Riff Raff). Jerrod would love to thank their family and friends for their 
constant support in all they do and the New Light family for allowing them to tell this 
amazing story! Everything I do is for you pops! IG: @jerrodryanganesh  
 

Jenna German (Maureen) (she/her) is thrilled to make her New Light Thea-
ter debut! A Philadelphia based actor, her recent credits include Sally 
Bowles (Cabaret), Wendla Bergmann (Spring Awakening), Natalie Haller (All 
Shook Up), and Janet Weiss (Rocky Horror Picture Show) to name a few. 

Jenna is super excited to create musical theater magic with this beautiful cast and this 
iconic show. Jenna would like to thank Lena Mucchetti and the entire production team 
of RENT for believing in her to bring this dream role to life. Much love to her family and 
friends! IG: jennamackenziegerman  



 
Paul Harrold (Roger) (he/him) is a Philly-based actor and musician. Since 
graduating from Temple in 2019 he has worked regionally with Lantern The-
atre, Azuka Theatre, Delaware Shakespeare, Philadelphia Shakespeare Thea-
tre, Philadelphia Artists Collective, Arden Theatre, and more. Offstage he can 

be found blowing the roof off dive bars with his folk rock band, Paul Harrold and the 
Nuclear Bandits. Much love!  
 

Liana Henrie (Joanne) (she/her) is so excited to be making her New Light 
Theatre debut in RENT! She has been involved with several theaters in 
Montgomery and Chester County Pennsylvania. Some favorite theater cred-
its include: EVITA (Eva Perón), Disenchanted (Cinderella), RENT (Mimi 

Marquez), Little Shop of Horrors (Ronnette), Nunsense (Sister Hubert), Godspell (By My 
Side), Newsies (Medda Larkin), Legally Blonde: The Musical (Paulette Buonufonte), The 
Drowsy Chaperone (Trix the Aviatrix), and Jesus Christ Superstar (Mary Magdalene). 
Liana would like to thank the staff at New Light for this incredible opportunity!  
 

Elsa Kegelman (Ensemble) (she/her) is a Delaware born, raised, and residing 
theatre artist and educator. She is thrilled to work on her 7th New Light pro-
duction, and her 4th as a cast member; other appearances include Citizen, 
Othello, and Next to Normal. She has performed regionally in Alterra Pro-

ductions' A Midnight's Dream and Commonwealth Classic Theatre Company's Measure 
for Measure. BFA NYU Tisch/Stella Adler. Elsa would like to thank her friends, family, 
and the beautiful NLT community. She dedicates this performance to Patricia Tiller.  
 

Brennen Savon Malone (Ensemble) (he/they) is super excited to be back at 
New Light with the fam and doing this one of their favorite shows with such 
a sick and talented team. They are a Philadelphia-born and based actor, sing-
er, teacher, and all-around fun-loving clown. Their recent credits include Will 

Bloom (Big Fish), Harold u/s (TJ loves Sally), Sonny Man (Wine in the Wilderness), Don 
Charmante (Emperor of the Moon), and Citizen 4 (Citizen: An American Lyric). Brennen 
would like to give all their love to Tom, Lena, Newt, Jess, Carlyn, and Elsa as well as 
thanks to their family: chosen and birth. For media updates, follow on Instagram 
@brennensavon  
 

Danny Murphy (Male Swing) (he/him) is very excited to be making his New 
Light Debut in one of his favorite productions! Danny is the Producer and 
Director of Danny Murphy Productions. With DMP Danny has produced the 
highly successful vocal competition, The Star, and many other events and 

shows. Danny has been seen in many theater productions across the tri-state area! 
Danny has appeared in roles such as Joseph (Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat), Emmett (Legally Blonde), Bert (Mary Poppins), Rooster (Annie), Lumiere 
(Beauty and the Beast), Gaston (Beauty and the Beast), Brian Howard (It Shoulda Been 
You), and many more. Danny also performs as a solo vocalist in gigs and shows through-
out the tri-state area. Danny has had the opportunity to sing alongside vocalists such as 
Tori Kelly, Ryan Tedder, and Meghan Trainor. Danny would like to thank the cast and 
production team for all of their hard work!  
 

 



Kyle Mclemore (Ensemble) (he/him) is so excited to be back with New Light 
Theatre, this time as your friendly neighborhood Drug Dealer as well part of 
ensemble. This PA native and West Chester University alum has had many 
notable roles including Mitch Mahoney (Spelling Bee), Stevens (Dogfight), 

Setta the Elf (Elf the Musical) and most recently Robby the Stockfish (Urinetown). Kyle 
would like to thank the cast, productions staff and crew for an amazing run. As well as 
his family and friends for their constant love and support. 
 

Malik Muhammad (Benny) (he/him) is excited to make his New Light Thea-
tre debut and an epic return to the E.O Bull Center Mainstage Theatre at 
West Chester University, his alma mater! A Philadelphia based actor, recent 
credits include Karl the Giant (Big Fish), Harry Bright (Mamma Mia), Chad-

wick/Ensemble (Elf the Musical), Curtis Taylor Jr. (Dreamgirls), Angus Tuck (Tuck Ever-
lasting) and Amos Calloway (Big FIsh). Malik would like to thank Lena Mucchetti and the 
entire production team of RENT for bringing him into the New Light family. As a stark 
advocate for the power of storytelling in multiple facets, he's excited for another op-
portunity to impact his communities at large with the power of his voice and this 
groundbreaking show!  
 

Ellen Mimi Schlecht (Ensemble) (she/her) aka "E", Mimi, or Memez is a 20 
year old actor, writer, director living in NYC currently pursuing her BFA at 
NYU Tisch/Playwrights Horizons/Atlantic Acting School. She is thrilled to be 
back with her NLT family- this time on stage! Some favorite roles include 

Emma Goldman in Ragtime, Alice Murphy in Bright Star, and Joe Stoddard in Our Town. 
Love & thanks to Mom, Dad, & JoJo. “Love the art in you, not you in the art.”   
 

Straz (Ensemble) (they/them) is a trans nonbinary, queer, Jewish performing 
artist excitedly making their professional debut at New Light Theatre! Origi-
nally from the Boston area, Straz is currently living in Philadelphia where 
they are studying acting and musical theatre at the University of the Arts. At 

UArts, they’ve performed in a plethora of plays, workshops, and musicals such as The 
Last Five Years (Jamie and Cathy), Urinetown (Tiny Tom), and the premiere of Hallie 
Malina’s new musical Buried, along with performing in various student films and achiev-
ing stage combat proficiencies in the styles of unarmed and single sword combat. Straz 
would like to thank the creative team, crew, and cast of New Light Theatre’s RENT for 
including them in this journey, and the family and friends who have supported them to 
no end. Visit StrazPerformer.com for upcoming projects and more!  
 

Alexa Wilder (Ensemble) (she/her) is an actor, singer, and voice teacher 
born and raised in Philadelphia, PA. Alexa is thrilled to be working with the 
New Light team on this dream show! Alexa most recently played The Witch 
in Big Fish at The Candlelight Theatre, understudied Mother in Ragtime at 

The Arden, and has spent the last couple of years building her private voice studio. 
Check her out at www.alexajadewilder.com, and you can also check out her voice 
teaching content on Instagram @alexateachmehowtosing.  
 
 



Yi Ming Sofyia Xue (Mimi) (she/her) has performed for most of her life, be-
ginning with dance and martial arts-based Chinese Opera before she ever 
started training in voice. Starting at 12, she has been an avid vocal competi-
tor in different singing competitions in and around the tri-state area and 

internationally, including Sinovision’s Teen Talent Show and Beijing’s “Water Cube In-
ternational Chinese Singing Competition,” where she received a bronze prize. During 
the pandemic, she began putting cover videos and collaboration videos on China’s Bili-
Bili platform. By May of 2022, she has gained a total of 24K fans on the platform. In 
June of 2022, she was fortunate enough to have the honor of performing with interna-
tional musicians and celebrities for Disney+’s Harmonious Live showcase. A 2022 recent 
graduate from Berklee College of Music, now, Yi Ming is looking forward beginning the 
next chapter in her professional career! YouTube: youtube.com/c/YiMingSofyiaXue 
 

Shaun Yates (Ensemble) (he/him) is very excited to be back at NLT for this 
production of RENT. A native Texan, he is currently a company member at 
Bootless Stageworks and can be seen quite often at The Candlelight Theatre. 
At New Light, you most likely saw him playing Dan in Next To Normal or as 

the Lounge Singer/Peter in Dogfight. He has also brought to life numerous other charac-
ters including; Star Wars: A New Musical Hope (Obi-Wan) and You've Got Red On You 
(Shaun) at Bootless Stageworks and Guys and Dolls (Nathan Detroit) at The Candlelight 
Theatre. Love and thanks to Mom, Dad, Cris, & Rob; and to you, theatre patron, for 
keeping the theatre alive. 



PRODUCTION STAFF 
 

Alyssandra Docherty (Lighting Designer) (she/her) is a Philadelphia-based lighting de-
signer originally from Vernon, NJ. After graduating with a BA in Theatre from DeSales, 
she continued her training as an apprentice at Goodspeed Musicals in CT. She then 
spent five seasons as the Lighting Supervisor at Philadelphia Theatre Company before 
touring internationally as the Associate Lighting Designer with Koresh Dance Company, 
and in 2017 she began touring with BalletX. Recently, Aly’s designs have been seen in 
Theatre Horizon’s TJ Loves Sally 4Ever, Philadelphia Theatre Company’s The Garbolo-
gists, and Florida Repertory Theatre’s The Woman in Black.  She has also designed for 
Kun-Yang Lin/Dancers, Brian Sanders’ JUNK, Theatre Exile, and Wolf Trap Opera, among 
others. Her work has been recognized with Barrymore and Ostrander Award nomina-
tions in Philadelphia and Memphis respectively.  www.alyssandradocherty.com  
 

Steven Gross (Stage Manager / Sound Design) (he/they) is a Jewish, queer theater 
artist based in Philadelphia. He is drawn to developing and telling stories that interro-
gate the norms of theater and the world. They graduated the University of the Arts with 
a BFA in Directing, Playwriting, and Production. This is his second production with NLT 
and is so excited to be returning to work with this incredible group of people. Recent 
projects include Athena (Theatre Horizon, ASM), Shakespeare’s R&J (NLT), Directing 
Apprentice), The Expanding Universe and Other Bullshit Theories (Director, UArts), Ve-
nus in Fur (Stage Manager, On The Edge Theatre Collective). www.thestevengross.com.  
 

Mary Jezior (Costume Designer) (she/her) is thrilled to return to the NLT family as cos-
tume designer, having designed for Othello and Dogfight previously.  Mary grew up 
stitching and now enjoys making costumes out of “found items”.  Angel would be 
proud.  Thank you to my family, and especially my teeny designer daughter Ivy.  
 

Anna Langrehr (Assistant Stage Manager) (she/her) is a Delaware-based theatre artist 
who graduated from Emerson College in 2021. She has been involved with a number of 
NLT endeavors, including being in the cast of Dogfight in 2019. She is looking to pursue 
a career in arts administration or talent representation.  
 

Taylor J. Mitchell (Choreographer) (she/her) is a Philadelphia-based Actress, Director, 
Choreographer, Writer and Teaching Artist. She graduated from Alabama State Univer-
sity with a BFA in Theatre in 2018 and moved to Philadelphia to pursue her dreams in 
the many genres of Art. She has balanced both performing, creating and teaching to 
inspire all artists to create outside the box. Taylor performs and teaches across the Phil-
adelphia area with many theatres in the city. But, are thrilled to be making their profes-
sional choreographer debut with New Light Theatre. Special s/o to the Cast & Crew of 
this amazing production and big thanks to her family for all of their love and support.  
 

Jessica Money (Assistant Director) (she/her) is a Philadelphia based actor and a gradu-
ate of Temple University’s musical theatre and acting programs. Most recent credits 
include: Nettie (The Color Purple, Theatre Horizon), Mercy (School Girls, Arden Theatre 
Co.), Sarah (Ragtime, Duluth Playhouse), Woman 1 (Songs for a New World, New Light 
Theatre), Helena (A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Arden Theatre Co. [2020 virtual pro-
duction]), Cordelia (King Lear, Shakespeare in Clark Park), Jasmine (Beehive, Ocean City 
Theatre Company).  



 
Carlyn Miller (Stage Manager) (she/her) A graduate of Goucher College, Carlyn is a 
Philadelphia area writer and event planner, as well as serving as New Light's Director of 
Operations and resident Stage Manager. She has crafted events of all shapes and sizes, 
including weddings, films and film festivals, and currently holds a position managing 
academic events at the University of Pennsylvania. Carlyn met N, L, and T working to-
gether with them at Hedgerow Theatre more years ago than any of them like to count, 
and has been the lucky recipient of their love and friendship ever since. Making mean-
ingful theatre with family is the best. Much love to Mom, Dad, and Matt, who have al-
ways and without fail supported this dream that is theatre. 
 
Lena Mucchetti (Director) (she/her) is a co-founder and serves as Artistic Director for 
New Light Theatre, and a graduate of the University of Notre Dame with degrees in 
English and Film, Television, & Theatre. Lena has worked as professionally in the DE/
Philly area as an actor, director, stage manager, and makeup artist, and has worked in 
theatre education with high school and college students in the area for over a decade. 
For NLT, Lena directed Next to Normal, Dogfight, co-directed Songs For A New World, 
and played Desdemona in Othello. She thanks AIDS Delaware for their work to in the 
community, this profoundly generous and joyful cast for their time and talent, all the 
members of the NLT family for their constant support, her children for their willingness 
to share her, and expresses her deepest gratitude to the two men in her life, Tom and 
Newton, for their unwavering faith and dedication to making meaningful artistic experi-
ences and bringing light to the dark.  
 
Tom Mucchetti (Music Director) (he/him) is a co-founder and Managing Director of 
New Light Theatre and can be heard across the Philadelphia and Delaware region as a 
music director, conductor, organist, pianist, and private voice teacher. Other theatrical 
collaborations include Hedgerow Theater, City Theatre Company, Wilmington Drama 
League, Players Club of Swarthmore, and several local colleges and high schools. He 
holds a degree in music from the University of Notre Dame. During the day, Tom works 
in the Finance group at Bank of America. He thanks AIDS Delaware for their tremendous 
partnership as well as their important work in the community, and he extends his love 
and gratitude to his family for their unending love and support. 
 
Ellen Powers (Assistant Stage Manager) (she/her) is thrilled to be back with New Light 
Theatre as one of the Assistant Stage Managers for Rent! She previously was an Assis-
tant Stage Manager for NLT’s production of Dogfight in 2019. An aspiring director and 
dramaturg, Ellen graduated from Muhlenberg College in May 2021 with a BA in Theatre 
from Muhlenberg College, where she focused her studies in directing and stage man-
agement. Favorite directing credits include Impromptu, Relative Strangers as part of 
Muhlenberg’s Red Door Play Festival, and assistant directing Muhlenberg’s production 
of Brigadoon. Professionally, Ellen also worked with Commonwealth Classic Theatre 
Company as a production assistant for Measure for Measure and the ASM/dramaturg 
on H51. Many thanks to Lena, Tom, Newton, Carlyn, and Steven for welcoming her back 
to NLT, and to her family for all of their love and support. 



Eilis Skamarakas (Assistant Stage Manager) (she/her) is excited her first production 
with New Light. Prior stage management credits include: The World According to 
Snoopy, Mamma Mia!, Born Yesterday, Carroll County Fix (ASM), and If/Then. She has 
been recognized for her progress towards gender equality in theater as a recipient of the 
Remarkable 31 award at Rutgers University. Up next, she will be working with Inis Nua, 
stage managing 10 Dates with Mad Mary as part of their Pop Up Play in a Pub series.  
 

Tania Potts (Choreographer) welcomes the opportunity to share her artistic expression 
in collaboration with NLT's mission of "bringing light to the darkness of the world". She is 
energized by the creative talents and ongoing courage of performing artists. She is in-
spired to continually bring her knowledge, passion, and choreography to the stage. Tania 
enjoys new challenges for her experience and artistry to pirouette through life. Dance 
genres include ballet, pointe, tap, jazz, and musical theater. She keeps her technique 
fresh through research and by attending festivals/ workshops in the region. Recent edu-
cational and chorographical works include: Providence Creek Ballet Theater (PCBT), Pad-
ua Academy Theater, Child Drama Workshops (CDW), and New Light Theatre (NLT).  
 

Lucy Vavala (Intimacy Director) (she/her) is an NYC-based intimacy professional and 
vocalist. She is currently pursuing her esthetics license, to be completed in August, as 
well as her certification with IDC (Intimacy Directors and Coordinators) as a licensed inti-
macy director. Lucy graduated from the University of Delaware in 2018 with a BA in 
Women & Gender Studies before entering the entertainment industry as a casting assis-
tant (Wu-Tang: An American Saga). She currently works at a size-inclusive bridal bou-
tique, helping women find their style and develop confidence.  



New Light Theatre extends its deepest thanks to our NLT friends and family for their 
generous support to make RENT possible: 

Thank you also to those who generously submitted donations via Facebook! 

Mercades Allison 
Victoria Barney 
Perry Beberman 
John Beckley 
Zack Bowen 
Kathy Buterbaugh 
Hayley Buffman 
Candlelight Theatre 
Kate Collins 
Brendan Cooke 
Delaware Theatre Company 
Brenda Delgado 
Laurene Eckbold 
Brian Gallagher 
Richard Gamble 
Sean & Cindy Haney 
Joan Harrold 

Jill Holland 
Carolyn Hupalowsky 
Jenny Jacobs 
Harold Johnson 
Joshua Kaminski 
Julianne & Matt Kastner 
Elizabeth Kane 
Dan & Karen Kegelman 
Crystal Lattanzio 
Janet Lindenmuth 
Paul Lindsey 
Heidi Malkowski 
Dr. Mary McClory 
Jacki & Rick Miller 
Melissa Moy 
John & Roseanne Mucchetti 
Kevin Mucchetti 

Rick Neidig 
Padua Academy 
Zach Phillips 
Katie & Mike Pollock 
Jeff Pollock 
Max Redman & Tori Healy 
Sanford School 
Izzy Sazak 
The Schlecht Family 
Kelli Shermeyer 
Matt Silva 
Caroline Sylvia 
Tatnall School 
Tai Verley 
Clint Williams 
Wilmington Drama League 
Cathy Yates   





 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 




